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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed 27 June 2008 has been accepted and entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Dimond (WO 
2001/005519 Al). 

Regarding claim 13, Dimond discloses a photoluminescence pigment application 
apparatus comprising: a first hopper adapted to contain a first powdered component (F:l- 
3; P:3 L:3-l 1); the first hopped being adapted to allow continuous transfer of the 
powdered component from the first hopper through a first die (F:l-3; P:4 L: 1 1-17) to the 
first at least one recess by operation of gravity(F:l-3; P:8 L:20-24); a transport device for 
holding the substrate below the hopper in sliding engagement with the first die to permit 
a continuous delivery of the first powdered components into the recesses (F:l-3; P:9 
L:21-24); an oven adapted to receive at a potion of the substrate (F:l-3; P:5 L:21-23), the 
oven providing sufficient heat to turn the components into a molten mixture (F:l-3; P:4 
L: 19-20); and wherein a trailing edge of the die governs the depth of the powdered 
component dispensed into the recesses (C:4 L:56-65). Dimond does not disclose 
expressly a second hopper performing an identical task as the first hopper with a second 
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powdered component or that the trailing edge is shaped to provide mounds of powdered 
component extending above the uppermost edge of the recesses. However, at the time 
the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to provide a second hopper acting similarly as the first hopper. The motivation for 
adding a second hopper with a second powdered component would be to decrease the 
filling time for substrates with multiple recesses since it has been held that. Absent some 
new or unexpected result, the duplication of a part requires only routine skill in the art. 
In re Harza, 21 A F.2d 669, 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA 1960). Additionally, at the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person or ordinary skill in the art to 
provide mounds of the powdered components that extend above the uppermost edge of 
the recesses. The motivation for doing so would have been to prevent underfilling of the 
recesses since it is well known in the art that the leveling off of a conveyed powdered 
component may occur later in the conveyance of the material. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-12 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the prior art of record does not disclose or reasonably suggest, 
along with the other claimed limitations, a method of manufacturing a slip-resistant 
photo-luminescent device comprising: namely the combination of, preparing a first 
powdered component of resin and friction-enhancing material; preparing a second 
powdered component of resin and a photo-luminescent pigment; and fusing the resins to 
bond them to the surface of a substrate within separate recesses. 



Application/Control Number: 10/577,606 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2884 

Regarding claims 2-12, the balance of claims is found to contain allowable 
subject matter due to their dependence upon a claim that already contains allowable 
subject matter. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 27 June 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding the applicant's arguments pertaining to the rejection of claim 13, the 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Dimond discloses mating the die of the hopper to the 
surface of the conveyance means in order to provide a surface of powdered component 
that is flush with the top edges of the recesses in order to provide a consistent and 
uniform filling of the recesses and so that the powdered component, when melted, does 
not extend above the top of the recesses. To provide a die that mounds the powdered 
component and then later levels it to avoid underfilling of the recesses would not be 
above the level of ordinary skill in the art to alter Dimond method to incorporate this 
improvement. Haeberli (US 5,363,887 A) discloses the leveling of a powdered 
component after is has been deposited on a conveyance from a hopper. A common 
reason for this setup is that precise deposition at die beneath the hopper is difficult due to 
mechanical vibrations caused by shakers or the like that are used to remove air pocket 
from the hopper. The vibrations can result in nonuniform deposition below the hopper. 
By providing a die or leveler beyond the hopper, these variations due to the movement of 
the hopper can be eliminated. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 5,363,887 A - Haeberli discloses a leveling device for a conveyed powdered material. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID S. BAKER whose telephone number is (571)272-6003. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MTWRF 10:30am-7 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Porta can be reached on (571) 272-2444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David S Baker/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2884 
/David P. Porta/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2884 



